June 6, 2008

FERC Update

NC House - Budget Update

The staff of the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) have issued their final
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) associated
with Progress Energy’s hydro-electric licensing
renewal for Blewett Falls Lake.

The House Budget passed on Wednesday 104-10 and has
been sent on to the Senate. The Senate will begin budget
deliberations early next week.

The FEIS calls for upgrades (e.g. parking, boat ramp,
lighting, bathrooms, etc.) to the two (2) current
recreational access points on the west side of Blewett
Falls and the Pee Dee River. Additionally, the FEIS
calls for a third access point on the west side of Blewett
in Anson County.
Further, the FEIS calls for the annual monitoring of
erosion control within the project boundaries.

The final House budget includes several items that are
favorable to counties. These items include:
•

More than $60 million in new mental health
funding

•

Legislation to shift the responsibility for
Courthouse phone system funding back to the
State and sets up a commission to study how phone
systems should be funded moving forward

The final House budget did not include legislation to
repeal the combined motor vehicle-property tax
collection system. This is good news for counties.
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