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Party Chairs, Poll Workers, and Voters,
On the next few pages you will find General Statutes in regards to some of the most frequently
asked questions and concerns in regards to the Election process and procedure. It is my hope that
you will share this information with any party leaders and/or members, poll workers, and
interested citizens.
I will instruct Chief Judges at our polling places and precincts to have a copy of this in their
elections materials in case a voter has a question or concern during the voting process.
This booklet will help to bring clarity and order to many issues that arise on Election Day.
Thank you for your service, dedication, and desire to be a vital part of the Election process here
in Anson County.
I look forward to working together to make this upcoming Election one of dignity and
excellence.
Serving together,

Steve Adams
Interim Director
Anson County Board of Elections

ASSISTANCE TO VOTERS
§ 163-166.8. Assistance to voters.
(a) Any registered voter qualified to vote in the election shall be entitled to assistance with
entering and exiting the voting booth and in preparing ballots in accordance with the following
rules:
(1) Any voter is entitled to assistance from the voter's spouse, brother, sister, parent,
grandparent, child, grandchild, mother-in-law, father-in-law, daughter-in-law,
son-in-law, stepparent, or stepchild, as chosen by the voter.
(2) A voter in any of the following four categories is entitled to assistance from a
person of the voter's choice, other than the voter's employer or agent of that
employer or an officer or agent of the voter's union:
a. A voter who, on account of physical disability, is unable to enter the
voting booth without assistance.
b. A voter who, on account of physical disability, is unable to mark a ballot
without assistance.
c. A voter who, on account of illiteracy, is unable to mark a ballot without
assistance.
d. A voter who, on account of blindness, is unable to enter the voting booth
or mark a ballot without assistance.
(b) A qualified voter seeking assistance in an election shall, upon arriving at the voting
place, request permission from the chief judge to have assistance, stating the reasons. If the
chief judge determines that such assistance is appropriate, the chief judge shall ask the voter to
point out and identify the person the voter desires to provide such assistance. If the identified
person meets the criteria in subsection (a) of this section, the chief judge shall request the person
indicated to render the assistance. The chief judge, one of the judges, or one of the assistants may
provide aid to the voter if so requested, if the election official is not prohibited by subdivision (a)
(2) of this section. Under no circumstances shall any precinct official be assigned to assist a voter
qualified for assistance, who was not specified by the voter.
(c) A person rendering assistance to a voter in an election shall be admitted to the
voting booth with the voter being assisted. The State Board of Elections shall promulgate rules
governing voter assistance, and those rules shall adhere to the following guidelines:
(1) The person rendering assistance shall not in any manner seek to persuade or
induce any voter to cast any vote in any particular way.
(2) The person rendering assistance shall not make or keep any memorandum of
anything which occurs within the voting booth.
(3) The person rendering assistance shall not, directly or indirectly, reveal to any
person how the assisted voter marked ballots, unless the person rendering
assistance is called upon to testify in a judicial proceeding for a violation of
the election laws. (2001-460, s. 3.)

CURBSIDE VOTING
§ 163-166.9. Curbside voting.
In any election or referendum, if any qualified voter is able to travel to the voting place, but
because of age or physical disability and physical barriers encountered at the voting place is
unable to enter the voting enclosure to vote in person without physical assistance, that voter shall
be allowed to vote either in the vehicle conveying that voter or in the immediate proximity of the
voting place. The State Board of Elections shall promulgate rules for the administration of this
section. (2001-460, s. 3.)
§ 163-273. Offenses of voters; interference with voters; penalty.
(a) Any person who shall, in connection with any primary or election in this State, do any of
the acts and things declared in this section to be unlawful, shall be guilty of a Class 2
misdemeanor. It shall be unlawful:
(1) For a voter, except as otherwise provided in this Chapter, to allow his ballot to be
seen by any person.
(2) For a voter to take or remove, or attempt to take or remove, any ballot from the
voting enclosure.
(3) For any person to interfere with, or attempt to interfere with, any voter when
inside the voting enclosure.
(4) For any person to interfere with, or attempt to interfere with, any voter when
marking his ballots.
(5) For any voter to remain longer than the specified time allowed by this Chapter in a
voting booth, after being notified that his time has expired.
(6) For any person to endeavor to induce any voter, while within the voting enclosure,
before depositing his ballots, to show how he marks or has marked his ballots.
(7) For any person to aid, or attempt to aid, any voter by means of any mechanical
device, or any other means whatever, while within the voting enclosure, in
marking his ballots.
(b) Election officers shall cause any person committing any of the offenses set forth in
subsection (a) of this section to be arrested and shall cause charges to be preferred against the
person so offending in a court of competent jurisdiction. (1929, c. 164, s. 29; 1967, c. 775, s.

ACCESS TO VOTING ENCLOSURE

§ 163-166.3. Limited access to the voting enclosure.
(a) Persons Who May Enter Voting Enclosure. – During the time allowed for voting in the
voting place, only the following persons may enter the voting enclosure:
(1) An election official.
(2) An observer appointed pursuant to G.S. 163-45.
(2a) A runner appointed pursuant to G.S. 163-45, but only to the extent necessary to
announce that runner's presence and to receive the voter list as provided in
G.S. 163-45.
(3) A person seeking to vote in that voting place on that day but only while in the
process of voting or seeking to vote.
(4) A voter in that precinct while entering or explaining a challenge pursuant to G.S.
163-87 or G.S. 163-88.
(5) A person authorized under G.S. 163-166.8 to assist a voter but, except as provided
in subdivision (6) of this section, only while assisting that voter.
(6) Minor children of the voter under the age of 18, or minor children under the age of
18 in the care of the voter, but only while accompanying the voter and while
under the control of the voter.
(7) Persons conducting or participating in a simulated election within the voting place
or voting enclosure, if that simulated election is approved by the county board
of elections.
(8) Any other person determined by election officials to have an urgent need to enter
the voting enclosure but only to the extent necessary to address that need.
(b) Photographing Voters Prohibited. – No person shall photograph, videotape, or otherwise
record the image of any voter within the voting enclosure, except with the permission of both the
voter and the chief judge of the precinct. If the voter is a candidate, only the permission of the
voter is required. This subsection shall also apply to one-stop sites under G.S. 163-227.2. This
subsection does not apply to cameras used as a regular part of the security of the facility that is a
voting place or one-stop site.
(c) Photographing Voted Ballot Prohibited. – No person shall photograph, videotape, or
otherwise record the image of a voted official ballot for any purpose not otherwise permitted
under law. (2001-460, s. 3; 2005-428, s. 1(b); 2007-391, s. 23; 2008-187, s. 33(a).)

VOTING PRECINCTS AND USAGE

§ 163-129. Structure at voting place; marking off limits of voting place.
At the voting place in each precinct established under the provisions of G.S. 163-128, the
county board of elections shall provide or procure by lease or otherwise a suitable structure or
part of a structure in which registration and voting may be conducted. To this end, the county
board of elections shall be entitled to demand and use any school or other State, county, or
municipal building, or a part thereof, or any other building, or a part thereof, which is supported
or maintained, in whole or in part by or through tax revenues provided, however, that this section
shall not be construed to permit any board of elections to demand and use any tax exempt church
property for such purposes without the express consent of the individual church involved, for the
purpose of conducting registration and voting for any primary or election, and it may require that
the requisitioned premises, or a part thereof, be vacated for these purposes.
If a county board of elections requires that a tax-supported building be used as a voting place,
that county board of elections may require that those in control of that building provide parking
that is adequate for voters at the precinct, as determined by the county board of elections.
The county board of elections shall inspect each precinct voting place to ascertain how it
should be arranged for voting purposes, and shall direct the chief judge and judges of any
precinct to define the voting place by roping off the area or otherwise enclosing it or by marking
its boundaries. The boundaries of the voting place shall at any point lie no more than 100 feet
from each ballot box or voting machine. The space so roped off or enclosed or marked for the
voting place may contain area both inside and outside the structure in which registration and
voting are to take place. (1929, c. 164, s. 17; 1967, c. 775, s. 1; 1973, c. 793, s. 54; 1983, c. 411,
s. 3; 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 762, s. 34; 1999-426, s. 5(a).)

BUFFER ZONE AND BOUNDRIES
§ 163-166.4. Limitation on activity in the voting place and in a buffer zone around it.
(a) Buffer Zone. – No person or group of persons shall hinder access, harass others, distribute
campaign literature, place political advertising, solicit votes, or otherwise engage in
election-related activity in the voting place or in a buffer zone which shall be prescribed by the
county board of elections around the voting place. In determining the dimensions of that buffer
zone for each voting place, the county board of elections shall, where practical, set the limit at 50
feet from the door of entrance to the voting place, measured when that door is closed, but in no
event shall it set the limit at more than 50 feet or at less than 25 feet.
(a1) Area for Election-Related Activity. – Except as provided in subsection (b) of this
section, the county board of elections shall also provide an area adjacent to the buffer zone for
each voting place in which persons or groups of persons may distribute campaign literature,
place political advertising, solicit votes, or otherwise engage in election-related activity.
(b) Special Agreements About Election-Related Activity. – The Executive Director of the
State Board of Elections may grant special permission for a county board of elections to enter
into an agreement with the owners or managers of a nonpublic building to use the building as a
voting place on the condition that election-related activity as described in subsection (a1) of this
section not be permitted on their property adjacent to the buffer zone, if the Executive Director
finds all of the following:
(1) That no other suitable voting place can be secured for the precinct.
(2) That the county board will require the chief judge of the precinct to monitor the
grounds around the voting place to ensure that the restriction on
election-related activity shall apply to all candidates and parties equally.
(3) That the pattern of voting places subject to agreements under this subsection does
not disproportionately favor any party, racial or ethnic group, or candidate.
An agreement under this subsection shall be valid for as long as the nonpublic building is used as
a voting place.
(c) Notice About Buffer Zone and Area for Election-Related Activity. – No later than 30
days before each election, the county board of elections shall make available to the public the
following information concerning each voting place:
(1) The door from which the buffer zone is measured.
(2) The distance the buffer zone extends from that door.
(3) Any available information concerning where political activity, including sign
placement, is permitted beyond the buffer zone.
(d) Buffer Zone and Area for Election-Related Activity at One-Stop Sites. – Except as
modified in this subsection, the provisions of this section shall apply to one-stop voting sites in
G.S. 163-227.2.
(1) Subsection (b) of this section shall not apply.
(2) The notice in subsection (c) of this section shall be provided no later than 10 days
before the opening of one-stop voting at the site. (2001-460, s. 3; 2003-365, s.
1; 2007-391, s. 13; 2008-187, s. 33(a); 2009-541, s. 22(a).)

PROVISIONAL VOTING
163-166.11. Provisional voting requirements.
If an individual seeking to vote claims to be a registered voter in a jurisdiction as provided in
G.S. 163-82.1 and though eligible to vote in the election does not appear on the official list of
eligible registered voters in the voting place, that individual may cast a provisional official ballot
as follows:
(1) An election official at the voting place shall notify the individual that the
individual may cast a provisional official ballot in that election.
(2) The individual may cast a provisional official ballot at that voting place upon
executing a written affirmation before an election official at the voting place,
stating that the individual is a registered voter in the jurisdiction as provided
in G.S. 163-82.1 in which the individual seeks to vote and is eligible to vote in
that election.
(2a) A voter who has moved within the county more than 30 days before election day
but has not reported the move to the board of elections shall not be required
on that account to vote a provisional ballot at the one-stop site, as long as the
one-stop site has available all the information necessary to determine whether
a voter is registered to vote in the county and which ballot the voter is eligible
to vote based on the voter's proper residence address. The voter with that kind
of unreported move shall be allowed to vote the same kind of absentee ballot
as other one-stop voters as provided in G.S. 163-227.2(e2).
(3) At the time the individual casts the provisional official ballot, the election officials
shall provide the individual written information stating that anyone casting a
provisional official ballot can ascertain whether and to what extent the ballot
was counted and, if the ballot was not counted in whole or in part, the reason
it was not counted. The State Board of Elections or the county board of
elections shall establish a system for so informing a provisional voter. It shall
make the system available to every provisional voter without charge, and it
shall build into it reasonable procedures to protect the security, confidentiality,
and integrity of the voter's personal information and vote.
(4) The cast provisional official ballot and the written affirmation shall be secured by
election officials at the voting place according to guidelines and procedures
adopted by the State Board of Elections. At the close of the polls, election
officials shall transmit the provisional official ballots cast at that voting place
to the county board of elections for prompt verification according to
guidelines and procedures adopted by the State Board of Elections.
(5) The county board of elections shall count the individual's provisional official
ballot for all ballot items on which it determines that the individual was
eligible under State or federal law to vote. (2003-226, s. 15; 2005-2, s. 4;
2005-428, s. 6(b).)

VOTING PROCEDURES
08 NCAC 10B .0103 VOTING PROCEDURES
(a) From the time the polls are opened until the precinct count has been completed, the returns signed, and the
results declared, no person shall take or remove from the voting enclosure election supplies and materials, including
official ballots, containers of official ballots, provisional official ballots, spoiled ballots, the pollbook or voter
authorization slip(s), the registration record(s) or any voting units or devices that are part of the voting system,
except as authorized by law to accommodate curbside voters. Provisions for secure removal of election supplies and
materials at any time would be permissible under the emergency management plan of a county board of elections in
the cases of natural or man-made emergencies.
(b) A person seeking to vote shall enter the voting enclosure at the voting place through the designated entrance and
shall clearly communicate the person's name and place of residence to one of the judges of election. In some cases,
the precinct judge may prompt the voter to provide this information. In a primary election, the voter shall also state
the political party with which the voter affiliates and in whose primary the voter desires to vote, or if the voter is an
unaffiliated voter permitted to vote in the primary of a particular party, the voter shall state the name of the
authorizing political party in whose primary the voter wishes to vote. This information, including the political party's
primary in which the voter elected to participate, provided by the voter shall be recorded in the precinct pollbook or
on the voter authorization slip. The judge or assistant to whom the voter gives this information shall announce the
name and residence of the voter so that the information may be heard by the necessary officials and observers. After
examining the precinct registration records, the judge or assistant shall state whether the person seeking to vote is
registered. The precinct judge or assistant shall not presume the identity/name, address, or party affiliation of any
person seeking to vote.
(c) If the person is found to be registered and is not challenged, or if the challenge is overruled, the responsible judge
of election shall provide the voter with each official ballot the voter is entitled to vote. In a primary election the
voter shall be allowed to vote the political party ballot(s) the voter is entitled to vote and no others, except non partisan ballots. Unaffiliated voters may choose to participate in only one party's primary and no others on the same
day. In the case of a second primary, unaffiliated voters who participated in a party's primary in the first primary
may only vote that party's ballot in the second primary. However, if an unaffiliated voter did not participate in the
first primary, the voter may choose which party's primary to participate in during the second primary. Note that
unaffiliated voter participation in party primaries is subject to authorization by the respective state party executive
committees. Unaffiliated voters who are otherwise qualified may always participate in non-partisan primaries.
(d) If the person is found to not be registered to vote in the precinct, the responsible judge of election shall inform
the person of the fail-safe voting process. First, based on information provided by the person the responsible judge
shall determine whether or not the person may be eligible to vote an official provisional ballot. The person is eligible
to vote an official provisional ballot if the person resides in the precinct and either:
(1) is a registered voter in the county and has moved into the precinct 30 days or more prior to the election
and has not reported the change to the board of elections; or
(2) claims to have applied for voter registration in the county but there is no record of the person's name on
the registration records; or
(3) was removed from the list, but the person maintains continuous eligibility within the county; or
(4) disputes the voting districts (and ballots) to which the person has been assigned.
(e) If the person is found to not be registered to vote in the precinct and the responsible judge of election learns from
the person that the person resides in a different precinct, the responsible judge shall provide the person with
adequate information in order to direct the person to the proper voting place.
(f) It is the duty of the chief judge and judges to gather any voter information regarding changes of name and
address in order to assist the county board of elections in updating voter records. If the county board of elections has
identified a voter's record pursuant to law to gather additional information, the responsible judge shall require the
voter to update the information.
(g) It is the duty of the chief judge and judges to give any voter any technical information the voter desires in regard
to ballot items. In response to questions asked by the voter, the chief judge and judges shall communicate to the
voter only technical information necessary to enable the voter to vote the ballot.

VOTING PROCEDURES ( CONTINUED)
(h) The Chief Judge shall assign two precinct officials, one from each political party if possible, to keep the pollbook
or other voting record and to keep the registration list. The names of all persons voting shall be checked on the
registration record and entered on the pollbook or other voting record. In an election where observers may be
appointed each voter's party affiliation shall be entered in the proper column of the pollbook or other approved
record opposite the voter's name. The designated official shall make each entry at the time the ballots are handed to
the voter. The information about the voter's political party registration shall be obtained from the registration record
and not from the voter.
(i) The chief judge, judges, and assistants must ensure that registration records are kept secure and do not leave the
voting enclosure for any purpose. Properly designated observers are entitled to obtain a list of the persons who have
voted in the precinct so far in that election day at least at the following times: 10 a.m., 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. Counties
using authorization to vote documents as opposed to traditional pollbooks may comply with the requirement by
permitting each observer to inspect election records so that the observer may create a list of persons who have voted
in the precinct. A party may designate more than two observers for each precinct, but only two may serve in the
voting place at the same time. Observers may serve in shifts, as long as the shifts are at least four hours long and the
persons serving in the shifts have been properly appointed as observers.
History Note: Authority G.S. 163-22; 163-166.7; 163-119;
Temporary Adoption Eff. April 15, 2002;
Eff. August 1, 2004.

§ 163-166.7. Voting procedures.
(a) Checking Registration. – A person seeking to vote shall enter the voting enclosure
through the appropriate entrance. A precinct official assigned to check registration shall at once
ask the voter to state current name and residence address. The voter shall answer by stating
current name and residence address. In a primary election, that voter shall also be asked to state,
and shall state, the political party with which the voter is affiliated or, if unaffiliated, the
authorizing party in which the voter wishes to vote. After examination, that official shall state
whether that voter is duly registered to vote in that precinct and shall direct that voter to the
voting equipment or to the official assigned to distribute official ballots. If a precinct official
states that the person is duly registered, the person shall sign the pollbook, other voting record, or
voter authorization document in accordance with subsection (c) of this section before voting.
(b) Distribution of Official Ballots. – If the voter is found to be duly registered and has not
been successfully challenged, the official assigned to distribute the official ballots shall hand the
voter the official ballot that voter is entitled to vote, or that voter shall be directed to the voting
equipment that contains the official ballot. No voter in a primary shall be permitted to vote in
more than one party's primary. The precinct officials shall provide the voter with any information
the voter requests to enable that voter to vote as that voter desires.
(c) The State Board of Elections shall promulgate rules for the process of voting. Those rules
shall emphasize the appearance as well as the reality of dignity, good order, impartiality, and the
convenience and privacy of the voter. Those rules, at a minimum, shall include procedures to
ensure that all the following occur:
(1) The voting system remains secure throughout the period voting is being
conducted.
(2) Only properly voted official ballots or paper records of individual voted ballots
are introduced into the voting system.

(3) Except as provided by G.S. 163-166.9, no official ballots leave the voting
enclosure during the time voting is being conducted there. The rules shall also
provide that during that time no one shall remove from the voting enclosure
any paper record or copy of an individually voted ballot or of any other device
or item whose removal from the voting enclosure could permit compromise of
the integrity of either the machine count or the paper record.
(4) All improperly voted official ballots or paper records of individual voted ballots
are returned to the precinct officials and marked as spoiled.
(5) Voters leave the voting place promptly after voting.
(6) Voters not clearly eligible to vote in the precinct but who seek to vote there are
given proper assistance in voting a provisional official ballot or guidance to
another voting place where they are eligible to vote.
(7) Information gleaned through the voting process that would be helpful to the
accurate maintenance of the voter registration records is recorded and
delivered to the county board of elections.
(8) The registration records are kept secure. The State Board of Elections shall permit
the use of electronic registration records in the voting place in lieu of or in
addition to a paper pollbook or other registration record.
(9) Party observers are given access as provided by G.S. 163-45 to current
information about which voters have voted.
(10) The voter, before voting, shall sign that voter's name on the pollbook, other
voting record, or voter authorization document. If the voter is unable to sign, a
precinct official shall enter the person's name on the same document before
the voter votes. (2001-460, s. 3; 2003-226, s. 14.1; 2005-323, s. 1(a1);
2005-428, s. 12.)

IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS ON
ELECTION DAY
§ 163-166.12. Requirements for certain voters who register by mail.
(a) Voting in Person. – An individual who has registered to vote by mail on or after
January 1, 2003, and has not previously voted in an election that includes a ballot item for
federal office in North Carolina, shall present to a local election official at a voting place
before voting there one of the following:
(1) A current and valid photo identification.
(2) A copy of one of the following documents that shows the name and address of
the voter: a current utility bill, bank statement, government check,
paycheck, or other government document.
(b) Voting Mail-In Absentee. – An individual who has registered to vote by mail on or after
January 1, 2003, and has not previously voted in an election that includes a ballot item for
federal office in North Carolina, in order to cast a mail-in absentee vote, shall submit with the
mailed-in absentee ballot one of the following:
(1) A copy of a current and valid photo identification.
(2) A copy of one of the following documents that shows the name and address of the
voter: a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or
other government document.
(b1) The county board of elections shall note the type of identification proof submitted by the
voter under the provisions of subsection (a) or (b) of this section and may dispose of the tendered
copy of identification proof as soon as the type of proof is noted in the voter registration records.
(b2) Voting When Identification Numbers Do Not Match. – Regardless of whether an
individual has registered by mail or by another method, if the individual has provided with the
registration form a drivers license number or last four digits of a Social Security number but the
computer validation of the number as required by G.S. 163-82.12 did not result in a match, and
the number has not been otherwise validated by the board of elections, in the first election in
which the individual votes that individual shall submit with the ballot the form of identification
described in subsection (a) or subsection (b) of this section, depending upon whether the ballot is
voted in person or absentee. If that identification is provided and the board of elections does not
determine that the individual is otherwise ineligible to vote a ballot, the failure of identification
numbers to match shall not prevent that individual from registering to vote and having that
individual's vote counted. If the individual registers and votes under G.S. 163-82.6A, the
identification documents required in that section, rather than those described in subsection (a) or
(b) of this section, apply.
(c) The Right to Vote Provisionally. – If an individual is required under subsection (a), (b), or
(b2) of this section to present identification in order to vote, but that individual does not present
the required identification, that individual may vote a provisional official ballot. If the voter is at
the voting place, the voter may vote provisionally there without unnecessary delay. If the voter is
voting by mail-in absentee ballot, the mailed ballot without the required identification shall be
treated as a provisional official ballot.
(d) Exemptions. – This section does not apply to any of the following:
(1) An individual who registers by mail and submits as part of the registration
application either of the following:

(2)

(3)
(4)

(5)

a. A copy of a current and valid photo identification.
b. A copy of one of the following documents that shows the name and address
of the voter: a current utility bill, bank statement, government check,
paycheck, or other government document.
An individual who registers by mail and submits as part of the registration
application the individual's drivers license number or at least the last four
digits of the individual's social security number where an election official
matches either or both of the numbers submitted with an existing State
identification record bearing the same number, name, and date of birth
contained in the submitted registration. If any individual's number does not
match, the individual shall provide identification as required in subsection
(b2) of this section in the first election in which the individual votes.
An individual who is entitled to vote by absentee ballot under the Uniformed and
Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act.
An individual who is entitled to vote otherwise than in person under section
3(b)(2)(B)(ii) of the Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handicapped
Act.
An individual who is entitled to vote otherwise than in person under any other
federal law. (2003-226, s. 16; 2004-127, s. 3; 2007-391, s. 21(a); 2008-187, s.
33(a).)

ABSENTEE VOTING INFORMATION
§ 163-226.3. Certain acts declared felonies.
(a) Any person who shall, in connection with absentee voting in any election held in this
State, do any of the acts or things declared in this section to be unlawful, shall be guilty of a
Class I felony. It shall be unlawful:
(1) For any person except the voter's near relative or the voter's verifiable legal
guardian to assist the voter to vote an absentee ballot when the voter is voting
an absentee ballot other than under the procedure described in G.S. 163-227.2;
provided that if there is not a near relative or legal guardian available to assist
the voter, the voter may request some other person to give assistance;
(2) For any person to assist a voter to vote an absentee ballot under the absentee
voting procedure authorized by G.S. 163-227.2 except as provided in that
section;
(3) For a voter who votes an absentee ballot under the procedures authorized by G.S.
163-227.2 to vote that voter's absentee ballot outside of the voting booth or
private room provided to the voter for that purpose in or adjacent to the office
of the county board of elections or at the additional site provided by G.S.
163-227.2(f1), or to receive assistance except as provided in G.S. 163-227.2;
(4) For any owner, manager, director, employee, or other person, other than the
voter's near relative or verifiable legal guardian, to make a written request
pursuant to G.S. 163-230.1 or an application on behalf of a registered voter
who is a patient in any hospital, clinic, nursing home or rest home in this State
or for any owner, manager, director, employee, or other person other than the
voter's near relative or verifiable legal guardian, to mark the voter's absentee
ballot or assist such a voter in marking an absentee ballot. This subdivision
does not apply to members, employees, or volunteers of the county board of
elections, if those members, employees, or volunteers are working as part of a
multipartisan team trained and authorized by the county board of elections to
assist voters with absentee ballots. Each county board of elections shall train
and authorize such teams, pursuant to procedures which shall be adopted by
the State Board of Elections.
(5) Repealed by Session Laws 1987, c. 583, s. 8.
(6) For any person to take into that person's possession for delivery to a voter or for
return to a county board of elections the absentee ballot of any voter,
provided, however, that this prohibition shall not apply to a voter's near
relative or the voter's verifiable legal guardian;
(7) Except as provided in subsections (1), (2), (3) and (4) of this section, G.S.
163-231(a), G.S. 163-250(a), and G.S. 163-227.2(e), for any voter to permit
another person to assist the voter in marking that voter's absentee ballot, to be
in the voter's presence when a voter votes an absentee ballot, or to observe the
voter mark that voter's absentee ballot.
(b) The State Board of Elections or a county board of elections, upon receipt of a sworn
affidavit from any qualified voter of the State or the county, as the case may be, attesting to

first-person knowledge of any violation of subsection (a) of this section, shall transmit that
affidavit to the appropriate district attorney, who shall investigate and prosecute any person
violating subsection (a). (1979, c. 799, s. 4; 1983, c. 331, s. 2; 1985, c. 563, s. 4; 1987, c. 565, s.
7; c. 583, ss. 8, 10; 1995, c. 243, s. 1; 1999-455, s. 3; 2005-428, s. 5(b); 2007-391, s. 29(a).)
§ 163-234. Counting absentee ballots by county board of elections.
All absentee ballots returned to the county board of elections in the container-return envelopes shall
be retained by the board to be counted by the county board of elections as herein provided.
(1) Only those absentee ballots returned to the county board of elections no later than 5:00
p.m. on the day before election day in a properly executed container-return envelope
or absentee ballots received pursuant to G.S. 163-231(b)(ii) or (iii) shall be counted,
except to the extent federal law requires otherwise.
(2) The county board of elections shall meet at 5:00 p.m. on election day in the board office
or other public location in the county courthouse for the purpose of counting all
absentee ballots except those which have been challenged before 5:00 p.m. on
election day and those received pursuant to G.S. 163-231(b)(ii) or (iii). Any elector
of the county shall be permitted to attend the meeting and allowed to observe the
counting process, provided the elector shall not in any manner interfere with the
election officials in the discharge of their duties.
Provided, that the county board of elections is authorized to begin counting
absentee ballots issued under Article 21A of this Chapter between the hours of 9:00
A.M. and 5:00 P.M. and to begin counting all absentee ballots between the hours of
2:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. upon the adoption of a resolution at least two weeks prior to
the election wherein the hour and place of counting absentee ballots shall be stated.
Such resolution also may provide for an additional meeting following the day of the
election and prior to the day of canvass to count absentee ballots received pursuant to
G.S. 163-231(b)(ii) or (iii) as provided in subdivision (10) of this section. A copy of
the resolutions shall be published once a week for two weeks prior to the election, in
a newspaper having general circulation in the county. Notice may additionally be
made on a radio or television station or both, but such notice shall be in addition to
the newspaper and other required notice. The count shall be continuous until
completed and the members shall not separate or leave the counting place except for
unavoidable necessity, except that if the count has been completed prior to the time
the polls close, it shall be suspended until that time pending receipt of any additional
ballots. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a county board of elections from taking
preparatory steps for the count earlier than the times specified in this section, as long
as the preparatory steps do not reveal to any individual not engaged in the actual
count election results before the times specified in this subdivision for the count to
begin. By way of illustration and not limitation, a preparatory step for the count
would be the entry of tally cards from direct record electronic voting units into a
computer for processing. The board shall not announce the result of the count before
7:30 p.m.
(2a) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (2) of this section, a county board of
elections may, at each meeting at which it approves absentee ballot applications
pursuant to G.S. 163-230.1(c) and (c1), remove those ballots from their envelopes
and have them read by an optical scanning machine, without printing the totals on the
scanner. The board shall complete the counting of these ballots at the times provided
in subdivision (2) of this section. The State Board of Elections shall provide
instructions to county boards of elections for executing this procedure, and the
instructions shall be designed to ensure the accuracy of the count, the participation of
board members of both parties, and the secrecy of the results before election day.

This subdivision applies only in counties that use optical scan devices to count
absentee ballots.
(3) The counting of absentee ballots shall not commence until a majority and at least one
board member of each political party represented on the board is present and that fact
is publicly declared and entered in the official minutes of the county board.
(4) The county board of elections may employ such assistants as deemed necessary to count
the absentee ballots, but each board member present shall be responsible for and
observe and supervise the opening and tallying of the ballots.
(5) As each ballot envelope is opened, the board shall cause to be entered into a pollbook
designated "Pollbook of Absentee Voters" the name of the absentee voter, or if the
pollbook is computer-generated, the board shall check off the name. Preserving
secrecy, the ballots shall be placed in the appropriate ballot boxes, at least one of
which shall be provided for each type of ballot. The "Pollbook of Absentee Voters"
shall also contain the names of all persons who voted under G.S. 163-227.2, but those
names may be printed by computer for inclusion in the pollbook.
After all ballots have been placed in the boxes, the counting process shall begin.
If one-stop ballots under G.S. 163-227.2 are counted electronically, that count
shall commence at the time the polls close. If one-stop ballots are paper ballots
counted manually, that count shall commence at the same time as other absentee
ballots are counted.
If a challenge transmitted to the board on canvass day by a chief judge is
sustained, the ballots challenged and sustained shall be withdrawn from the
appropriate boxes, as provided in G.S. 163-89(e).
As soon as the absentee ballots have been counted and the names of the absentee
voters entered in the pollbook as required herein, the board members and assistants
employed to count the absentee ballots shall each sign the pollbook immediately
beneath the last absentee voter's name entered therein. The county board of elections
shall be responsible for the safekeeping of the pollbook of absentee voters.
(6) Upon completion of the counting process the board members shall cause the results of the
tally to be entered on the absentee abstract prescribed by the State Board of Elections.
The abstract shall be signed by the members of the board in attendance and the
original mailed immediately to the State Board of Elections. The county board of
elections may have a separate count on the abstract for one-stop absentee ballots
under G.S. 163-227.2.
(7) One copy of the absentee abstract shall be retained by the county board of elections and
the totals appearing thereon shall be added to the final totals of all votes cast in the
county for each office as determined on the official canvass.
(8) In the event a political party does not have a member of the county board of elections
present at the meeting to count absentee ballots due to illness or other cause of the
member, the counting shall not commence until the county party chairman of said
absent member, or a member of the party's county executive committee, is in
attendance. Such person shall act as an official witness to the counting and shall sign
the absentee ballot abstract as an "observer."
(9) The county board of elections shall retain all container-return envelopes and absentee
ballots, in a safe place, for at least four months, and longer if any contest is pending
concerning the validity of any ballot.
(10) The county board of elections shall meet after election day and prior to the date of
canvass to determine where the container-return envelopes for absentee ballots
received pursuant to G.S. 163-231(b)(ii) or (iii) has been properly executed. The
county board of elections shall comply with the requirements of G.S. 163-230.1 for
approval of applications. Any absentee ballots received pursuant to G.S.

163-231(b)(ii) or (iii) shall be counted by the county board of elections on the day of
canvass. The county board of elections is also authorized to meet following the day
of the election and prior to the day of canvass to count absentee ballots received
pursuant to G.S. 163-231(b)(ii) or (iii) upon the adoption of a resolution pursuant to
subdivision (2) of this section. The county board of elections shall comply with all
other requirements of this section for the counting of such absentee ballots. (1939, c.
159, ss. 8, 9; 1945, c. 758, s. 8; 1953, c. 1114; 1963, c. 547, s. 8; 1967, c. 775, s. 1; c.
851, s. 2; 1973, c. 536, s. 1; 1975, c. 798, s. 3; 1977, c. 469, s. 1; c. 626, s. 1; 1989, c.
93, s. 7; 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 762, s. 55; 1995, c. 243, s. 1; 1999-455, s. 14;
2005-159, s. 1; 2006-262, s. 1; 2009-537, s. 8(d); 2011-182, s. 7.)

ONE STOP – SAME DAY REGISTRATION INFORMATION
§ 163-82.6A. In-person registration and voting at one-stop sites.
(a) Who May Register in Person. – In accordance with the provisions in this section, an
individual who is qualified to register to vote may register in person and then vote at a one-stop
voting site in the person's county of residence during the period for one-stop voting provided
under G.S. 163-227.2. For purposes of this section, a one-stop voting site includes the county
board of elections office, if that office is used for one-stop voting.
(b) Both Attestation and Proof of Residence Required. – To register and vote under this
section, the person shall do both of the following:
(1) Complete a voter registration form as prescribed in G.S. 163-82.4, including the
attestation requirement of G.S. 163-82.4(b) that the person meets each
eligibility requirement. Such attestation is signed under penalty of a Class I
felony under G.S. 163-275(13); and
(2) Provide proof of residence by presenting any of the following valid documents
that show the person's current name and current residence address: a North
Carolina drivers license, a photo identification from a government agency, or
any of the documents listed in G.S. 163-166.12(a)(2). The State Board of
Elections may designate additional documents or methods that suffice and
shall prescribe procedures for establishing proof of residence.
(c) Voting With Retrievable Ballot. – A person who registers under this section shall vote a
retrievable absentee ballot as provided in G.S. 163-227.2 immediately after registering. If a
person declines to vote immediately, the registration shall be processed, and the person may later
vote at a one-stop voting site under this section in the same election.
(d) Verification of Registration; Counting of Ballot. – Within two business days of the
person's registration under this section, the county board of elections in conjunction with the
State Board of Elections shall verify the North Carolina drivers license or Social Security
number in accordance with G.S. 163-82.12, update the statewide registration database and search
for possible duplicate registrations, and proceed under G.S. 163-82.7 to verify the person's
address. The person's vote shall be counted unless the county board determines that the applicant
is not qualified to vote in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter.
(e) Change of Registration at One-Stop Voting Site. – A person who is already registered to
vote in the county may update the information in the registration record in accordance with
procedures prescribed by the State Board of Elections, but an individual's party affiliation may
not be changed during the one-stop voting period before any first or second partisan primary in
which the individual is eligible to vote.
(f) Voting in Primary. – Any person who will become qualified by age to register and vote in
the general election for which a partisan or nonpartisan primary is held, even though not so
qualified by the date of the primary, may register for the primary and general election prior to the
primary and then vote in the primary and general election after being registered in accordance
with the provisions of this section. (2007-253, s. 1; 2009-541, s. 11.)

SAMPLE BALLOTS
§ 163-165.2. Sample ballots.
(a) County Board to Produce and Distribute Sample Ballots. – The county board of elections
shall produce sample ballots, in all the necessary ballot styles of the official ballot, for every
election to be held in the county. The sample ballots shall be given an appearance that clearly
distinguishes them from official ballots. The county board shall distribute sample ballots to the
chief judge of every precinct in which the election is to be conducted. The chief judge shall post
a sample ballot in the voting place and may use it for instructional purposes. The county board of
elections may use the sample ballot for other informational purposes.
(b) Document Resembling an Official Ballot to Contain Disclaimer. – No person other than a
board of elections shall produce or disseminate a document substantially resembling an official
ballot unless the document contains on its face a prominent statement that the document was not
produced by a board of elections and is not an official ballot. (2001-460, s. 3.)

DUTIES OF COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
§ 163-37. Duty of county board of commissioners.
The respective boards of county commissioners shall appropriate reasonable and adequate
funds necessary for the legal functions of the county board of elections, including reasonable and
just compensation of the director of elections. (1999-424, s. 3(a).)

OBSERVERS/POLL RUNNERS INFORMATION
§ 163-45. Observers; appointment.
The chair of each political party in the county shall have the right to designate two observers
to attend each voting place at each primary and election and such observers may, at the option of
the designating party chair, be relieved during the day of the primary or election after serving no
less than four hours and provided the list required by this section to be filed by each chair
contains the names of all persons authorized to represent such chair's political party. Not more
than two observers from the same political party shall be permitted in the voting enclosure at any
time. This right shall not extend to the chair of a political party during a primary unless that party
is participating in the primary. In any election in which an unaffiliated candidate is named on the
ballot, the candidate or the candidate's campaign manager shall have the right to appoint two
observers for each voting place consistent with the provisions specified herein. Persons
appointed as observers must be registered voters of the county for which appointed and must
have good moral character. No person who is a candidate on the ballot in a primary or election
may serve as an observer or runner in that primary or election. Observers shall take no oath of
office.
Individuals authorized to appoint observers must submit in writing to the chief judge of each
precinct a signed list of the observers appointed for that precinct. Individuals authorized to
appoint observers must, prior to 10:00 A.M. on the fifth day prior to any primary or general
election, submit in writing to the chair of the county board of elections two signed copies of a list
of observers appointed by them, designating the precinct for which each observer is appointed.
Before the opening of the voting place on the day of a primary or general election, the chair shall
deliver one copy of the list to the chief judge for each affected precinct. The chair shall retain the
other copy. The chair, or the chief judge and judges for each affected precinct, may for good
cause reject any appointee and require that another be appointed. The names of any persons
appointed in place of those persons rejected shall be furnished in writing to the chief judge of
each affected precinct no later than the time for opening the voting place on the day of any
primary or general election, either by the chair of the county board of elections or the person
making the substitute appointment.
If party chairs appoint observers at one-stop sites under G.S. 163-227.2, those party chairs
shall provide a list of the observers appointed before 10:00 A.M. on the fifth day before the
observer is to observe.
An observer shall do no electioneering at the voting place, and shall in no manner impede the
voting process or interfere or communicate with or observe any voter in casting a ballot, but,
subject to these restrictions, the chief judge and judges of elections shall permit the observer to
make such observation and take such notes as the observer may desire.
Whether or not the observer attends to the polls for the requisite time provided by this
section, each observer shall be entitled to obtain at times specified by the State Board of
Elections, but not less than three times during election day with the spacing not less than one
hour apart, a list of the persons who have voted in the precinct so far in that election day.
Counties that use an "authorization to vote document" instead of poll books may comply with the
requirement in the previous sentence by permitting each observer to inspect election records so
that the observer may create a list of persons who have voted in the precinct so far that election

day; each observer shall be entitled to make the inspection at times specified by the State Board
of Elections, but not less than three times during election day with the spacing not less than one
hour apart.
Instead of having an observer receive the voting list, the county party chair may send a
runner to do so, even if an observer has not been appointed for that precinct. The runner may be
the precinct party chair or any person named by the county party chair. Each county party chair
using runners in an election shall provide to the county board of elections before 10:00 A.M. on
the fifth day before election day a list of the runners to be used. That party chair must notify the
chair of the county board of elections or the board chair's designee of the names of all runners to
be used in each precinct before the runner goes to the precinct. The runner may receive a voter
list from the precinct on the same schedule as an observer. Whether obtained by observer or
runner, each party is entitled to only one voter list at each of the scheduled times. No runner may
enter the voting enclosure except when necessary to announce that runner's presence and to
receive the list. The runner must leave immediately after being provided with the list. (1929, c.
164, s. 36; 1953, c. 843; 1955, c. 800; c. 871, s. 7; 1959, c. 616, s. 2; 1963, c. 303, s. 1; 1967, c.
775, s. 1; 1973, c. 793, ss. 14, 94; 1977, c. 453; 1991, c. 727, s. 3; 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c.
762, s. 19; 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 688, s. 1; c. 734, s. 4.1; 2005-428, s. 1(a); 2007-391, s. 22;
2008-187, s. 33(a).)

ASSISTANT POLL WORKERS
§ 163-42. Assistants at polls; appointment; term of office; qualifications; oath of office.
(a) Each county board of elections is authorized, in its discretion, to appoint two or more assistants for
each precinct to aid the chief judge and judges. Not more than two assistants shall be appointed in
precincts having 500 or less registered voters. Assistants shall be qualified voters of the county in which
the precinct is located. When the board of elections determines that assistants are needed in a precinct an
equal number shall be appointed from different political parties, unless the requirement as to party
affiliation cannot be met because of an insufficient number of voters of different political parties within
the county.
In the discretion of the county board of elections, a precinct assistant may serve less than the full day
prescribed for chief judges and judges in G.S. 163-47(a).
(b) The chairman of each political party in the county shall have the right to recommend from three to
10 registered voters in each precinct for appointment as precinct assistants in that precinct. If the
recommendations are received by it no later than the thirtieth day prior to the primary or election, the
board shall make appointments of the precinct assistants for each precinct from the names thus
recommended. If the recommendations of the party chairs for precinct assistant in a precinct are
insufficient, the county board of elections by unanimous vote of all of its members may name to serve as
precinct assistant in that precinct registered voters in that precinct who were not recommended by the
party chairs. If, after diligently seeking to fill the positions with registered voters of the precinct, the
county board still has an insufficient number of precinct assistants for the precinct, the county board by
unanimous vote of all of its members may appoint to the positions registered voters in other precincts in
the same county who meet the qualifications other than residence to be precinct officials in the precinct.
In making its appointments, the county board shall assure, wherever possible, that no precinct has precinct
officials all of whom are registered with the same party. In no instance shall the county board appoint
nonresidents of the precinct to a majority of the positions as precinct assistant in a precinct.
(c) In addition, a county board of elections by unanimous vote of all of its members may appoint any
registered voter in the county as emergency election-day assistant, as long as that voter is otherwise
qualified to be a precinct official. The State Board of Elections shall determine for each election the
number of emergency election-day assistants each county may have, based on population, expected
turnout, and complexity of election duties. The county board by unanimous vote of all of its members
may assign emergency election-day assistants on the day of the election to any precinct in the county
where the number of precinct officials is insufficient because of an emergency occurring within 48 hours
of the opening of the polls that prevents an appointed precinct official from serving. A person appointed
to serve as emergency election-day assistant shall be trained and paid like other precinct assistants in
accordance with G.S. 163-46. A county board of elections shall apportion the appointments as emergency
election-day assistant among registrants of each political party so as to make possible the staffing of each
precinct with officials of more than one party, and the county board shall make assignments so that no
precinct has precinct officials all of whom are registered with the same party.
(d) Before entering upon the duties of the office, each assistant shall take the oath prescribed in G.S.
163-41(a) to be administered by the chief judge of the precinct for which the assistant is appointed.
Assistants serve for the particular primary or election for which they are appointed, unless the county
board of elections appoints them for a term to expire on the date appointments are to be made pursuant to
G.S. 163-41. (1929, c. 164, s. 35; 1933, c. 165, s. 24; 1953, c. 1191, s. 3; 1967, c. 775, s. 1; 1973, c. 793,
s. 95; c. 1359, ss. 1-3; 1975, c. 19, s. 67; 1977, c. 95, ss. 1, 2; 1981, c. 954, s. 3; 1983, c. 617, s. 4; 1985, c.
563, ss. 8, 8.1; 1993 (Reg. Sess.,

PRECINCT OFFICIALS DUTIES
SUBCHAPTER 10B – VOTING, VOTING PLACES AND PRECINCT OFFICIALS' DUTIES AND TASKS
08 NCAC 10B .0101 TASKS AND DUTIES OF PRECINCT OFFICALS AT VOTING PLACES
(a) This Rule a Summary - The provisions of this Section provide a nonexclusive summary of the tasks and duties
given to officials under G.S. 163. The legal duty is contained, not in this Rule, but in G.S. 163. For purposes of this
Chapter, unless otherwise noted, the term "precinct officials" shall mean chief judge, precinct judge, assistants,
emergency election-day assistants, and ballot counters. Observers are not precinct officials and shall not act or
presume to act on behalf of a county board of elections. Observers shall only be allowed in partisan or ABC
elections and are not legally authorized in any non-partisan election involving either candidates or issues.
(b) Tasks of Precinct Chief Judge - Precinct Chief Judges, in accordance with election statutes, within the Rules of
the State Board of Elections, and under the supervision of the county board of elections, shall have the following
tasks to perform as to each primary or election. Where the precinct chief judge does not have the exclusive statutory
mandate to perform a task or duty, a precinct judge may be designated to perform such task or duty.
(1) Attend an instructional meeting presented by the county board of elections prior to each primary or
election as required by G.S. 163-46.
(2) Upon learning that any parent, spouse, child, or sibling has filed for elective office, to inform the county
board of elections so that the provisions of the law prohibiting a precinct official from serving in
an election with a close relative as a candidates can be followed.
(3) Inform the county board of elections if any blood relative of kinship of first cousin or nearer or a parent
in-law, child in-law or sibling in-law is a precinct official/worker serving with you in the same
precinct, and not to serve with that relative in the same precinct. Also inform the county board of
elections of any relationship, as described in the previous sentence, that you may have with an
emergency election-day assistant and not serve with that person in the same precinct.
(4) Prior to day of the primary or election, receive and review from the county board the precinct observer
list and promptly make any objection for good cause to the county board as provided in G.S. 16345.
(5) Receive, prior to the election or primary, sample ballots from the county board of elections, and to post
a sample ballot at the voting place prior to opening on the primary or election day as set out in
G.S. 163-165.2.
(6) Promptly notify the county board of elections of any sickness, emergency, or other circumstances that
will or might prevent the person from performing as precinct chief judge on a primary or election
day.
(7) Receive, prior to the day of the primary or election, from the county board of elections any security
keys or codes as to any voting systems or units that are to be operated at the precinct.
(8) Prior to the opening of the polls, administer to any precinct official, not previously sworn, the oath of
office as set out in G.S. 163-41.
(9) Prior to the opening of the polls, to ensure there is open means of phone/radio communication between
the voting place and the county board of elections office or director.
(10) If at the time of opening the voting place, a judge has not appeared, to appoint another person to act as
precinct judge, until the chairman of the county board of elections appoints a replacement as set
out in G.S. 163-41, or ratifies the selection of the chief judge.
(11) Be present at the voting place at 6:00 a.m., and ensure the prompt opening of the polls at 6:30 a.m. as
mandated by G.S. 163-166 and any Rules promulgated under that statute.
(12) Respond to any voter's request to have assistance to vote as set out in the provisions of G.S. 163166.8(b).
(13) Ensure the continued arrangement of the voting enclosure as required in G.S. 163-166.2.
(14) Supervise the orderly closing of the voting place at 7:30 p.m. in compliance with procedures set out in
G.S. 163-166.10 and any rules promulgated under that statute.
(15) Handle challenges made on election or primary day in accordance with G.S. 163-87, and to conduct
the hearing upon said challenge in accordance with G.S. 163-88.

(16) Be responsible, as mandated by G.S. 163-182.3, for adherence to all rules pertaining to counting,
reporting, and transmitting official ballots.
(17) Be responsible for the maintenance of and appearance of efficient, impartial, and honest election
administration at the precinct as required by G.S. 163-166.5(3).
(18) Be responsible for the maintenance of the voting place buffer zone, and ensure compliance with the
same.
(19) Ensure peace and good order at the voting place as required by G.S. 163-48.
(20) Ensure that voters are able to cast their votes in dignity, good order, impartiality, convenience, and
privacy as required in G.S. 163-166.7(c) and any rules promulgated under that statute.
(21) If needed, to check or assist in checking the registration of voters at the voting place.
(22) If ballot counters are needed, receive the list of counters from the county board, or appoint counters if
authorized to do so by the county board. Swear in any ballot counters prior to their county votes.
Report to the county board of elections the names and addresses of any ballot counters to the
county board at the county canvass as set out in G.S. 163-163-43.
(23) Perform the required legal duties of chief precinct judge/judge or face criminal consequences as set out
in G.S. 163-274 (1).
(24) Not accept money from candidates, commit fraud, false statements, or false writings in performing
election duties, or face the criminal consequences set out in G.S. 163-275(3)(8)(9) and (12).
(c) Tasks of Precinct Judge- Precinct Judges, in accordance with election statutes, within rules of the State Board of
Elections, and under the supervision of the county board of elections, shall have the following tasks to perform as to
each primary or election. A precinct judge may be designated to perform tasks and duties of a chief precinct judge,
where those duties are not statutorily made exclusive to the chief precinct judge.
(1) Attend an instructional meeting presented by the county board of elections prior to each primary or
election as required by G.S. 163-46.
(2) Upon learning that any parent, spouse, child, or sibling has filed for elective office, to inform the county
board of elections so that the provisions of the law prohibiting a precinct official from serving in
an election with a close relative as a candidates can be followed.
(3) Inform the county board of elections if any blood relative of kinship of first cousin or nearer or a parent
in-law, child in-law or sibling in-law is a precinct official/worker serving with you in the same
precinct, and not to serve with that relative in the same precinct. Also inform the county board of
elections of any relationship, as described in the previous sentence, that you may have with an
emergency election-day assistant and not serve with that person in the same precinct.
(4) If the chief judge fails to appear at the opening of poll, to appoint, with the other precinct judge, a
person to act as chief judge until the chairman of the county board appoints a new chief judge as
per G.S. 163-41.
(5) Promptly notify the county board of elections of any sickness, emergency, or other circumstances that
will or might prevent the person from performing as precinct chief judge on a primary or election
day.
(6) Be present at the voting place at 6:00 a.m., and ensure the prompt opening of the polls at 6:30 a.m. as
mandated by G.S. 163-166 and any rules promulgated under that statute.
(7) Perform the required legal duties of chief precinct judge/judge or face criminal consequences as set out
in G.S. 163-274 (1).
(8) Not accept money from candidates, commit fraud, false statements, or false writings in performing
election duties, or face the criminal consequences set out in G.S. 163-275(3)(8)(9) and (12).
(9) To aid and cooperate with the precinct chief judge, as requested or needed, as to those duties noted in
Subparagraphs (12) through (21) of Paragraph (b) of this Rule.
(d) Tasks of Election Assistants- Election Assistants, in accordance with election statutes, within the rules of the
State Board of Elections, and under the supervision of the county board of elections, shall have the following tasks
to perform as to each primary or election: Aid the chief judge and other precinct judges in the performances of their
tasks and duties as needed or directed.
(1) Check the registration of voters at the voting place as per G.S. 163-166.7(a).
(2) Guide voters to voting units or provide voters ballots as per G.S. 163-166.7(b).
(3) Prior to performing duties and tasks after being duly appointed, take the oath required by G.S. 163-41.
(4) Promptly notify the county board of elections of any sickness, emergency, or other circumstances that
will or might prevent the person from performing as an election assistant on a primary or election
day.

(5) Upon learning that any parent, spouse, child, or sibling has filed for elective office, to inform the county
board of elections so that the provisions of the law prohibiting a precinct official from serving in
an election with a close relative as a candidates can be followed.
(6) Inform the county board of elections if any blood relative of kinship of first cousin or nearer or a parent
in-law, child in-law or sibling in-law is a precinct official/worker serving with you in the same
precinct, and not to serve with that relative in the same precinct. Also inform the county board of
elections of any relationship, as described in the previous sentence, that you may have with an
emergency election-day assistant and not serve with that person in the same precinct.
(e) Tasks of Emergency Election –Day Assistant-Emergency Election-Day Assistants, in accordance with election
statutes, within the rules of the State Board of Elections, and under the supervision of the county board of elections,
shall have the following tasks to perform as to each primary or election:
(1) To be prepared prior to and on the day of a primary or election to serve, on short notice given by the
county board of elections, to travel to and work at any voting place within the county.
(2) Perform all the tasks and duties of an election assistant as set out in Paragraph (d) of this Rule.
(3) Promptly notify the county board of elections of any sickness, emergency, or other circumstances that
will or might prevent the person from performing as an election assistant on a primary or election
day.
(4) Upon learning that any parent, spouse, child, or sibling has filed for elective office, to inform the county
board of elections so that the provisions of the law prohibiting a precinct official from serving in
an election with a close relative as a candidates can be followed.
(5) Inform the county board of elections if any blood relative of kinship of first cousin or nearer or a parent
in-law, child in-law or sibling in-law is a precinct official/worker serving with you in the same
precinct, and not to serve with that relative in the same precinct. Also inform the county board of
elections of any relationship, as described in the previous sentence, that you may have with an
emergency election-day assistant and not serve with that person in the same precinct.
(f) Tasks of Ballot Counters - All ballot counters, in accordance with election statutes, with the rules of the State
Board of Elections and under supervision of the county board of elections, shall perform all the following. There is
no requirement to have ballot counters appointed or used by a county board of elections unless they are needed.
(1) After appointment, to appear at the poll immediately at close of the polls and to be prepared to count
ballots under the direction and control of the chief and other precinct judges.
(2) To be sworn into office, by the precinct chief judge prior to starting counting.
(3) Upon learning that any parent, spouse, child, or sibling has filed for elective office, to inform the county
board of elections so that the provisions of the law prohibiting a precinct official from serving in
an election with a close relative as a candidates can be followed.
(4) Inform the county board of elections if any blood relative of kinship of first cousin or nearer or a parent
in-law, child in-law or sibling in-law is a precinct official/worker serving with you in the same
precinct, and not to serve with that relative in the same precinct. Also inform the county board of
elections of any relationship, as described in the previous sentence, that you may have with an
emergency election-day assistant and not serve with that person in the same precinct.
(g) General duties of all Precinct Officials - All precinct officials, in accordance with election statutes, with the rules
of the State Board of Elections and under the supervision of the county board of elections, shall perform all of the
following:
(1) Count votes when votes are required to be counted at the voting place, G.S. 163-182.2;
(2) Make an unofficial report of returns to the county board of elections, G.S. 163- 182.2;
(3) Certify the integrity of the vote and the security of the official ballots at the voting place, G.S. 163182.2;
(4) Return official ballots and equipment to the county board of elections, G.S. 163- 182.2;
(5) Ensure that the voting system remains secure throughout the period voting is being conducted;
(6) Ensure that only properly voted official ballots are introduced into the voting system;
(7) Ensure that, except as provided by G.S. 163-166.9, no official ballots leave the voting enclosure during
the time voting is being conducted there;
(8) Ensure that all improperly voted official ballots are returned to the precinct officials and marked as
spoiled;
(9) Ensure that voters leave the voting place promptly after voting;

(10) Ensure that voters not clearly eligible to vote in the precinct but who seek to vote there are given
proper assistance in voting a provisional official ballot or guidance to another voting place where
they are eligible to vote;
(11) Ensure that information gleaned through the voting process that would be helpful to the accurate
maintenance of the voter registration records is recorded and delivered to the county board of
elections;
(12) Ensure that registration records are kept secure;
(13) Ensure that party observers are given access as provided by G.S. 163-45 to current information about
which voters have voted;
(14) Aid any voter, as needed, in curbside voting as provided for in G.S. 163-166.9;
(15) Provide Spanish ballot instructions as needed to voters, when such instructions are required to be
available by law. Direct all language needs which can not be handled at the precinct to the county
board office;
(16) Register and help, at the voting place, those persons eligible to register and vote on election day as
allowed by G.S. 163-254 and G.S. 163-82.6(d);
(17) Promptly report to the county board of elections, any physical or mental ailment, impairment, or
deterioration that may adversely affect the performance of an election related task or duty. Report
any such conditions known in any other precinct officials to the county board;
(18) Promptly report any violation of election laws or regulations to the chief judge, or to the county board
of elections if the chief precinct judge is involved in the violation;
(19) Provide any person who requests it any information on how to contact the county director of elections,
the county board of elections, or the office of the State Board of Elections; and
(20) Work and stay at the voting place, at all times during the voting day, until closure. By prior agreement
with the county board of elections and pursuant to G.S. 163-42, election assistants and emergency
election-day assistants may work less than the entire voting day.
History Note: Authority G.S. 163-22; 163-166.6;
Temporary Adoption Eff. April 15, 2002;
Eff. August 1, 2004.

FAMILY MEMBERS WORKING TOGETHER
§ 163-41.1. Certain relatives prohibited from serving together.
(a) The following categories of relatives are prohibited from serving as precinct officials of
the same precinct: spouse, child, spouse of a child, sister or brother.
(b) No precinct official who is the wife, husband, mother, father, son, daughter, brother or
sister of any candidate for nomination or election may serve as precinct official during any
primary or election in which such candidate participates. The county board of elections shall
temporarily disqualify any such official for the specific primary or election involved and shall
have authority to appoint a substitute official, from the same political party, to serve only during
the primary or election at which such conflict exists. (1975, c. 745; 1979, c. 411, s. 2.)

CHIEF JUDGES AND JUDGES INFORMATION

Article 5.
Precinct Election Officials.
§ 163-41. Precinct chief judges and judges of election; appointment; terms of office;
qualifications; vacancies; oaths of office.
(a) Appointment of Chief Judge and Judges. – At the meeting required by G.S. 163-31 to be
held on the Tuesday following the third Monday in August of the year in which they are
appointed, the county board of elections shall appoint one person to act as chief judge and two
other persons to act as judges of election for each precinct in the county. Their terms of office
shall continue for two years from the specified date of appointment and until their successors are
appointed and qualified, except that if a nonresident of the precinct is appointed as chief judge or
judge for a precinct, that person's term of office shall end if the board of elections appoints a
qualified resident of the precinct of the same party to replace the nonresident chief judge or
judge. It shall be their duty to conduct the primaries and elections within their respective
precincts. Persons appointed to these offices must be registered voters and residents of the
county in which the precinct is located, of good repute, and able to read and write. Not more than
one judge in each precinct shall belong to the same political party as the chief judge.
The term "precinct official" shall mean chief judges and judges appointed pursuant to this
section, and all assistants appointed pursuant to G.S. 163-42, unless the context of a statute
clearly indicates a more restrictive meaning.
No person shall be eligible to serve as a precinct official, as that term is defined above, who
holds any elective office under the government of the United States, or of the State of North
Carolina or any political subdivision thereof.
No person shall be eligible to serve as a precinct official who is a candidate for nomination or
election.
No person shall be eligible to serve as a precinct official who holds any office in a state,
congressional district, county, or precinct political party or political organization, or who is a
manager or treasurer for any candidate or political party, provided however that the position of
delegate to a political party convention shall not be considered an office for the purpose of this
subsection.
The chairman of each political party in the county where possible shall recommend two
registered voters in each precinct who are otherwise qualified, are residents of the precinct, have
good moral character, and are able to read and write, for appointment as chief judge in the
precinct, and he shall also recommend where possible the same number of similarly qualified
voters for appointment as judges of election in that precinct. If such recommendations are
received by the county board of elections no later than the fifth day preceding the date on which
appointments are to be made, it must make precinct appointments from the names of those
recommended. Provided that if only one name is submitted by the fifth day preceding the date on
which appointments are to be made, by a party for judge of election by the chairman of one of

the two political parties in the county having the greatest numbers of registered voters in the
State, the county board of elections must appoint that person.
If the recommendations of the party chairs for chief judge or judge in a precinct are
insufficient, the county board of elections by unanimous vote of all of its members may name to
serve as chief judge or judge in that precinct registered voters in that precinct who were not
recommended by the party chairs. If, after diligently seeking to fill the positions with registered
voters of the precinct, the county board still has an insufficient number of officials for the
precinct, the county board by unanimous vote of all of its members may appoint to the positions
registered voters in other precincts in the same county who meet the qualifications other than
residence to be precinct officials in the precinct, provided that where possible the county board
shall seek and adopt the recommendation of the county chairman of the political party affected.
In making its appointments, the county board shall assure, wherever possible, that no precinct
has a chief judge and judges all of whom are registered with the same party. In no instance shall
the county board appoint nonresidents of the precinct to a majority of the three positions of chief
judge and judge in a precinct.
If, at any time other than on the day of a primary or election, a chief judge or judge of
election shall be removed from office, or shall die or resign, or if for any other cause there be a
vacancy in a precinct election office, the chairman of the county board of elections shall appoint
another in his place, promptly notifying him of his appointment. If at all possible, the chairman
of the county board of elections shall consult with the county chairman of the political party of
the vacating official, and if the chairman of the county political party nominates a qualified voter
of that precinct to fill the vacancy, the chairman of the county board of elections shall appoint
that person. In filling such a vacancy, the chairman shall appoint a person who belongs to the
same political party as that to which the vacating member belonged when appointed. If the
chairman of the county board of elections did not appoint a person upon recommendation of the
chairman of the party to fill such a vacancy, then the term of office of the person appointed to fill
the vacancy shall expire upon the conclusion of the next canvass held by the county board of
elections under this Chapter, and any successor must be a person nominated by the chairman of
the party of the vacating officer.
If any person appointed chief judge shall fail to be present at the voting place at the hour of
opening the polls on primary or election day, or if a vacancy in that office shall occur on primary
or election day for any reason whatever, the precinct judges of election shall appoint another to
act as chief judge until such time as the chairman of the county board of elections shall appoint
to fill the vacancy. If such appointment by the chairman of the county board of elections is not a
person nominated by the county chairman of the political party of the vacating officer, then the
term of office of the person appointed to fill the vacancy shall expire upon the conclusion of the
next canvass held by the county board of elections under this Chapter. If a judge of election shall
fail to be present at the voting place at the hour of opening the polls on primary or election day,
or if a vacancy in that office shall occur on primary or election day for any reason whatever, the
chief judge shall appoint another to act as judge until such time as the chairman of the county
board of elections shall appoint to fill the vacancy. Persons appointed to fill vacancies shall,
whenever possible, be chosen from the same political party as the person whose vacancy is being
filled, and all such appointees shall be sworn before acting.
As soon as practicable, following their training as prescribed in G.S. 163-82.24, each chief
judge and judge of election shall take and subscribe the following oath of office to be

administered by an officer authorized to administer oaths and file it with the county board of
elections:
"I, __________, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the
United States; that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the State of North Carolina, and
to the constitutional powers and authorities which are or may be established for the government
thereof; that I will endeavor to support, maintain and defend the Constitution of said State not
inconsistent with the Constitution of the United States; that I will administer the duties of my
office as chief judge of (judge of election in) ______precinct, __________County, without fear
or favor; that I will not in any manner request or seek to persuade or induce any voter to vote for
or against any particular candidate or proposition; and that I will not keep or make any
memorandum of anything occurring within a voting booth, unless I am called upon to testify in a
judicial proceeding for a violation of the election laws of this State; so help me, God."
Notwithstanding the previous paragraph, a person appointed chief judge by the judges of
election under this section, or appointed judge of election by the chief judge under this section
may take the oath of office immediately upon appointment.
Before the opening of the polls on the morning of the primary or election, the chief judge
shall administer the oath set out in the preceding paragraph to each assistant, and any judge of
election not previously sworn, substituting for the words "chief judge of" the words "assistant in"
or "judge of election in" whichever is appropriate.
(b) Special Registration Commissioners Abolished; Optional Training. – The office of
special registration commissioner is abolished. The State Board of Elections and county boards
of elections may provide training to persons assisting in voter registration.
(b1) Repealed by Session Laws 1985, c. 387, s. 1.1.
(c) Publication of Names of Precinct Officials. – Immediately after appointing chief judges
and judges as herein provided, the county board of elections shall publish the names of the
persons appointed in some newspaper having general circulation in the county or, in lieu thereof,
at the courthouse door, and shall notify each person appointed of his appointment, either by letter
or by having a notice served upon him by the sheriff. Notice may additionally be made on a radio
or television station or both, but such notice shall be in addition to the newspaper and other
required notice. (1901, c. 89, ss. 8, 9, 16; Rev., ss. 4307, 4308, 4309; C.S., ss. 5928, 5929, 5930;
1923, c. 111, s. 2; 1929, c. 164, s. 18; 1933, c. 165, s. 3; 1947, c. 505, s. 2; 1953, c. 843; c. 1191,
s. 3; 1955, c. 800; 1957, c. 784, s. 1; 1963, c. 303, s. 1; 1967, c. 775, s. 1; 1973, c. 435; c. 1223,
s. 2; 1975, c. 159, ss. 3, 4; c. 711; c. 807, s. 1; 1979, c. 766, s. 1; c. 782; 1981, c. 628, ss. 1, 2; c.
954, ss. 2, 4; 1981 (Reg. Sess., 1982), c. 1265, s. 7; 1983, c. 617, s. 5; 1985, c. 387; c. 563, ss. 9,
10; c. 600, s. 7.1; c. 759, ss. 7, 7.1, 8; 1987, c. 80; c. 491, s. 4.1; 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1028,
s. 12; 1989

§ 163-41.2. Discharge of precinct official unlawful.
(a) No employer may discharge or demote any employee because the employee has been
appointed as a precinct official and is serving as a precinct official on election day or canvass
day.
(b) An employee discharged or demoted in violation of this section shall be entitled to be
reinstated to that employee's former position. The burden of proof shall be upon the employee.

(c) The statute of limitations for actions under this section shall be one year pursuant to G.S.
1-54.
(d) This section does not apply unless the employee provides the employer with not less than
30 days written notice, before the date the leave is to begin, of the employee's intention to take
leave to serve as a precinct official.
(e) As used in this section, "precinct official" has the same meaning as in G.S. 163-41(a).
(2001-169, s. 1.)

BALLOT ARRANGEMENT
§ 163-165.6. Arrangement of official ballots.
(a) Order of Precedence Generally. – Candidate ballot items shall be arranged on the official
ballot before referenda.
(b) Order of Precedence for Candidate Ballot Items. – The State Board of Elections shall
promulgate rules prescribing the order of offices to be voted on the official ballot. Those rules
shall adhere to the following guidelines:
(1) Federal offices shall be listed before State and local offices. Member of the United
States House of Representatives shall be listed immediately after United
States Senator.
(2) State and local offices shall be listed according to the size of the electorate.
(3) Partisan offices, regardless of the size of the constituency, shall be listed before
nonpartisan offices.
(4) When offices are in the same class, they shall be listed in alphabetical order by
office name, or in numerical or alphabetical order by district name. Governor
and Lieutenant Governor, in that order, shall be listed before other Council of
State offices. Mayor shall be listed before other citywide offices. Chair of a
board, where elected separately, shall be listed before other board seats having
the same electorate. Chief Justice shall be listed before Associate Justices.
(5) Ballot items for full terms of an office shall be listed before ballot items for partial
terms of the same office.
(c) Order of Candidates on Primary Official Ballots. – The order in which candidates shall
appear on a county's official ballots in any primary ballot item shall be determined by the county
board of elections using a process designed by the State Board of Elections for random selection.
(d) Order of Party Candidates on General Election Official Ballot. – Candidates in any ballot
item on a general election official ballot shall appear in the following order:
(1) Nominees of political parties that reflect at least five percent (5%) of statewide
voter registration, according to the most recent statistical report published by
the State Board of Elections, in alphabetical order by party and in alphabetical
order within the party.
(2) Nominees of other political parties, in alphabetical order by party and in
alphabetical order within the party.
(3) Unaffiliated candidates, in alphabetical order.

(e) Straight-Party Voting. – Each official ballot shall be arranged so that the voter may cast
one vote for a party's nominees for all offices except President and Vice President. A vote for
President and Vice President shall be cast separately from a straight-party vote. The official
ballot shall be prepared so that a voter may cast a straight-party vote, but then make an exception
to that straight-party vote by voting for a candidate not nominated by that party or by voting for
fewer than all the candidates nominated by that party. Instructions for general election ballots
shall clearly advise voters of the rules in this subsection and of the statutes providing for the
counting of ballots.
(f) Write-In Voting. – Each official ballot shall be so arranged so that voters may cast
write-in votes for candidates except where prohibited by G.S. 163-123 or other statutes
governing write-in votes. Instructions for general election ballots shall clearly advise voters of
the rules of this subsection and of the statutes governing write-in voting.
(g) Order of Precedence for Referenda. – The referendum questions to be voted on shall be
arranged on the official ballot in the following order:
(1) Proposed amendments to the North Carolina Constitution, in the chronological
order in which the proposals were approved by the General Assembly.
(2) Other referenda to be voted on by all voters in the State, in the chronological order
in which the proposals were approved by the General Assembly.
(3) Referenda to be voted on by fewer than all the voters in the State, in the
chronological order of the acts by which the referenda were properly
authorized. (2001-460, s. 3; 2002-158, s. 14.)

